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Weed of the Month: Texas Groundsel 

Texas groundsel or Texas squaw-weed (Senecio ampullaceus) is a cool-season annual broad-
leaf plant that grows to 12 to 30 inches tall. The plants are often whitish with hair, but can be 
nearly hairless.  The unlobed, clasping leaves gradually reduce in size toward the top of the 
plant. Showy yellow flowers are produced in the spring.  Texas groundsel is found in the eastern 
half of the state and is abundant on sandy soils. 

Members of the genus Senecio can be toxic to livestock, but the toxic agent of these plants has not 
been established.  Cattle consuming Texas groundsel have developed clinical signs that appeared 
several months after it was ingested and the plants had been dead for quite a while.  Dead ani-
mals had classical liver cirrhosis identical to that produced by pyrrolizidine alkaloids.  Tests on 
many normal-appearing herd mates of the dead animals showed that they also had liver dam-
age.  Llamas pastured with the plant for months at a time have also succumbed to terminal liver 
cirrhosis. 

As with many cool-season annual weeds, control is less expensive and more likely if plants are 
treated while still in the rosette stage.  Once the plant begins stem elongation (bolts), more herb-
icide is required. 

Article featured in Forage Fax by Dr. Vanessa Corri-
her –Olson 1.19.2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Colorado County will be closed on  

Monday, February 19th in observance of Presidents Day. 
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 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laramie Kettler 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu 

979-732-2082 

colorado.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


