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DESERT TERMITES—FRIEND OR FOE? 

Over the course of the warm season I had about three client calls regarding desert ter-

mites. What are desert termites you might ask? For more information keep reading! The 

article below is from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension IPM Specialist Sarah Marsh from her 

weekly Upper Coast IPM Blog. If you are interested in getting weekly IPM updates from Sa-

rah you can head over to her blog at Upper Coast IPM  uppercoastipm.blogspot.com to 

sign up! 

Desert Termite Sightings in Pastures—Sarah Marsh—IPM Specialist  

We have had some questions come in about these particular tunnels that producers have 

been sighting in their pastures lately. These tunnels 

are caused by desert termites, also known as agri-

cultural termites (Gnathamitermes tubiformans).  

Like other termites, this species is a social insect 

that lives in colonies deep (up to 4 feet) in the soil 

and contain thousands of individuals. Their biology 

is similar to the subterranean termite. 

Worker termites are active on the soil surface at 

night or in cooler periods throughout the day. Peak 

activity is from March through September and can 

increase after rainy periods; moisture softens the 

soil and encourages new colonies. 

Desert termites do not harm man-made structures 

but instead remove surface matter from the plants 

that they encase. Their diet consists of living and 

dry forage grasses, legumes, and other plants 

which become digested by symbiotic flagellated protozoans that inhabit the termite di-

gestive system. Their tunnels, which are called "carton" tubes, can cover about 6% of the 

soil surface in May through September on shortgrass rangeland, particularly in over-

grazed areas or dry years. 

Desert termites are common in south and west Texas and are noticeable in rangelands. In 

pastures, their feeding activities can reduce forage for livestock. However, the level of 

economic injury is not generally held to be significant; in fact, some sources say that the 

feeding activities of desert termites may encourage more plant-available nutrients and 

moisture retention. Desert termites are medically harmless to man and animals. 

Destruction of the desert termite tubes with rakes and chains is no longer a recommend-

ed practice. There are no chemicals labelled for use against desert termites, but research 

is ongoing. 
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http://uppercoastipm.blogspot.com/
https://texasinsects.tamu.edu/desert-termite/#:~:text=Pest%20Status%3A%20Also%20known%20as,fence%20posts%20and%20similar%20objects.
https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/ento/ento-pu-024/publications/files/desert-termites.pdf
https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/ento/ento-pu-024/publications/files/desert-termites.pdf












The Texas Master Naturalist Program’s mission is to develop a corps of well-informed volunteers 
to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural re-

sources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas. 

What’s First? 
The first step to becoming a master naturalist and joining us on our mission is to enroll in the chapter’s Ini-
tial Training Class. The Texas Master Naturalist program of study created by Texas Parks and Wildlife and 
Texas AgriLife is designed to provide you with a basic understanding of the natural world. You will receive 
a comprehensive textbook and attend weekly sessions taught by experts in their particular field. In addi-
tion, the subject matter is tailored to the territory served by the chapter and class field trips provide the op-
portunity to observe in person some of the topics you are studying in class. 

The Gideon Lincecum Chapter serves a 5-county area: Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, and Washington 
counties.  You will join a group of people who, like you, enjoy the Texas outdoors and want to learn how 
they can better manage their own land and work with the State to promote and protect our natural re-
sources.  The 40-hour course includes the following topics: 

• Master Naturalist Orientation                
• Ecology Concepts, Ecosystems & Ecoregions 
• Hydrology/Soils 
• Geology                
• Weather/Climate                       
• Aquatic Systems Ecology/Pond Manage-
ment                       
• Plants        
• Rangeland Ecology                      
• Entomology                        
• Ornithology                        
• Forest Ecology                  
• Mammals          
• Herpetology 
• Archaeology . . .  and more . . . 
The schedule (days and times) for the Training Class is set for Saturdays and some Monday evenings; 
however, it is subject to change throughout the 5 month course period. In addition to classroom sessions, 
there will be four or five field trips. Since it is possible that some of the class sessions will be conducted 
online as webinars or virtual meetings, please be aware there may be computer and internet access re-
quirements.  Classes begin in January with graduation in May.  

Want to know more?  You can visit the state website, Texas Master Naturalist, or contact our training di-

rector. 

Becoming a Master Naturalist – Training and Membership 

https://txmn.tamu.edu/
mailto:tmn.glc.tc@gmail.com
mailto:tmn.glc.tc@gmail.com


 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laramie Kettler 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu 

979-732-2082 

colorado.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


