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Summer is a busy time of year for county extension agents. When July arrives 

we as agents prepare for our annual professional development conferences. 

The Texas County Agricultural Agent Association (TCAAA) Annual Profes-

sional Development Conference took me to Wichita Falls the week of July 

9th. The highlight of this trip was getting to go on a professional develop-

ment tour to the RA Brown Ranch in Throckmorton. While at the ranch Don-

nell Brown gave us Ag agents a very informational view of their operation 

and outlook on being cattlemen and cattlewomen. One of the neat things I 

got to see while on this tour was their in-pen weigh system. This was a new 

technology that I was not familiar with. The technology allows for cattle to 

weigh themselves as they go to the water trough each day. The weigh plate 

is positioned so only their front feet can step on it, to eliminate any other an-

imals stepping on the plate and skewing the reading. As the cattle put their 

heads to the trough, an RFID reader collects their tag number and partial 

weight. Then an algorithm uses a formula to calculate the animals total 

weight and records it in the computer system. This technology allows ranch-

ers a low stress option for 

gathering daily weights on 

cattle. 

 

I’m not here to endorse this 

technology or encourage eve-

ry cattle producer in Colorado 

County to go out an purchase 

this equipment to start using 

on your own ranch. I just 

wanted to share a neat piece 

of technology that is being 

utilized in the beef industry! If 

you’re interested in learning 

more about this technology, 

Vytelle is the company that the Brown Ranch purchased their system from. 

You can find more information on their site about this system at the follow-

ing link https://vytelle.com/tools/vytelles-in-pen-weighing-position-

technology-review/  
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 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laramie Kettler 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu 

979-732-2082 

colorado.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


