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Summer is a busy time of year for county extension agents. When July arrives
we as agents prepare for our annual professional development conferences.
The Texas County Agricultural Agent Association (TCAAA) Annual Profes-
sional Development Conference took me to Wichita Falls the week of July
9th. The highlight of this trip was getting to go on a professional develop-
ment tour to the RA Brown Ranch in Throckmorton. While at the ranch Don-
nell Brown gave us Ag agents a very informational view of their operation
and outlook on being cattlemen and cattlewomen. One of the neat things |
got to see while on this tour was their in-pen weigh system. This was a new
technology that | was not familiar with. The technology allows for cattle to
weigh themselves as they go to the water trough each day. The weigh plate
is positioned so only their front feet can step on it, to eliminate any other an-
imals stepping on the plate and skewing the reading. As the cattle put their
heads to the trough, an RFID reader collects their tag number and partial
weight. Then an algorithm uses a formula to calculate the animals total
weight and records it in the computer system. This technology allows ranch-
ers a low stress option for
gathering daily weights on
cattle.

I’m not here to endorse this
technology or encourage eve- &
ry cattle producer in Colorado &=
County to go out an purchase ¥
this equipment to start using
on your own ranch. | just
wanted to share a neat piece
of technology that is being
utilized in the beef industry! If
you’re interested in learning |
more about this technology,
Vytelle is the company that the Brown Ranch purchased their system from.
You can find more information on their site about this system at the follow-
ing link https://vytelle.com/tools/vytelles-in-pen-weighing-position-
technology-review/
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The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and will strive to achieve
full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the
County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to

participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 732-2082 prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable ac-
commodations can be made.
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TEXAS A&GM

Bees & Trees for Al
Homeowners

2023 Multi-County New Landowner Educational
Series

August 18, 2023

! Inmaculate Conception
German Catholic

Church-Parish Hall

15994 TX-159
Industry, TX

Registration 1:00-1:30 pm
Program 1:30-5:00 pm
$20/Person/Session

To register online visit:
https://washington.agrilife.org/nlo

Topics to be covered:
Bee Keeping Basics
Trees for Texas Landowners
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For more information please contact:
Stacie Villarreal Laramie Kettler Scott Willey Kara Matheney
Austin County Colorado County Fayette County Washington County
(979)865-2072 (979) 732-2082 (979) 968-5831 (979) 277-6212 ext. 2

Austin.AgriLife.org Colorado.AgriLife.org Fayette.AgriLife.org Washington.AgriLife.org

CAPITAL

FARM CREDIT

< [ >

The members of Texas A&M AgrilLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age,
disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M
University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in
order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the Austin County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.



12th Annual Texas Fruit Conference

October 18-20, 2023

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

The Texas Fruit Conference is a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension event
aimed at educating new and experienced fruit growers through classroom
instruction, experiential learning, and peer-to-peer networking.

Event 1: Intro to Fruit Growing Workshop: Considering an orchard for the
first time? Never planted a fruit tree? We have you covered! Our Half-Day-workshop is
designed to get you started on a path to long-term financial success.

When: Wednesday Morning, October 18th, Gillespie County AgriLife Extension Office, 38
Business CT, Fredericksburg, TX 78624. Program: Site and resource evaluation for new fruit
orchards-Jim Kamas; Fruit orchard establishment-Larry Stein; Budgeting time resources-
what it takes to start and manage an orchard-Jacy Lewis; Disease & insect threats to suc-
cessful fruit production—Brianna Hoge; Developing an orchard IPM philosophy—Monte
Nesbitt; Deciding what to grow: major production & marketing considerations—Tim Hart-

Event 2: Commercial Orchard Tour : Gain firsthand insight and experiences of
Fredericksburg-area fruit growers in an educational group field trip.
When: Wednesday Afternoon, October 18th; Locatien(s) to be determined.

Event 3: Fruit Conference Main Program: Delve deeper into commercial or

recreational fruit production in a 1 -Day educational program aimed at keeping Texas fruit
growers abreast of sustainable practices, emerging issues, new crop opportunities, variety
introductions, novel production approaches, marketing strategies, and integrated pest man-
agement. Texas Pesticide Licence CEU’s will be offered.

When: Thursday, October 19th , 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Gillespie County AgrilLife Extension
Office, 38 Business Ct., Fredericksburg, TX; Lunch Included.

Event 4: Taste of Texas Fruit Reception: Meet fellow fruit growers, Texas A&M

Agrilife personnel, eat great fruit-centered food, and sample Texas wines.
When: Thursday, October 19th, 5:00-7:00 pm; Tatsch House, Lady Bird Park, Fredericksburg.

Event 6: Ogtional Intensive WOI’kShOQ: Want to learn more? This year we are

offering a “mini-intensive” training centered on one important commercial orchard topic—
irrigation. Explore irrigation system design, delivery options, troubleshooting, and new
technologies from Agrilife personnel and commercial irrigation companies that serve the
fruit industry in Texas.

When: Friday, October 20th, 9:00 am-11:30 am; Viticulture and Fruit Laboratory, 259 Busi-
ness Ct, Fredericksburg, TX.

4 Eor More Information: Contact Monte Neshitt, (979) 862-1218;

Email: monte.nesbitt@ag.tamu.edu or the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Viticulture & Fruit

Laboratory In Fredericksburg 830-990-4046.




2023 Colorado County Row

Crop Tour

THANK YOU to our Sponsors

Aero Ag

American Rice Growers - Garwood
ANF Air Service

Bacak Insurance Agency
Bayer/Scott Taylor

BH Genetics

Capital Farm Credit - Jeff Stanley
Cavender’'s of Weimar

Colorado County Farm Bureau
Colorado County Oil

Edward Jones/Terry Braun
Fayette Savings

Farmer’s Coop Gin — East Bernard
First National Bank

First State Bank

Gold Farms

Green Point Ag

Highway Motor Company

Hill Bank & Trust

Hlavinka Equipment Co. - East Bernard & El Campo

J&W Farm & Ranch
JW Parts, Inc/NAPA

Thanks to the generous support of local agribusinesses, the Colorado County Row Crop Committee
awarded a total of $3000 in scholarships to graduating seniors in Colorado County this year.

Congratulations to Audrey Potter, Reagan Nelson, Edward Pesak, and Jakelyn Primrose !

Kresta Seed/Pioneer Hybrid

Knights of Columbus Ins. — Richard Lesak

Krenek Seed

Kresta Seed/Pioneer Hybrid
Leo’s Place

Leopold Grain Inc.

M-G Farm Service Center
Nada Garage & Service
Nada Grain - Ronnie Korenek
Nada K of Cs
NexGen/Americort Inc
Nichol’s Enterprise
Nutrien-El Campo
Prosperity Bank

Shoppa’s Farm Supply
Simplot

South Texas Cotton & Grain - Jeff Nunley

Southwest Agribusiness Consulting
Stockton Chemical —Jim Tyler
Texana Seed

United Ag

Wharton County Electric Co-Op
Wiese Crop Ins, Services

Wylie & Son Sprayers






Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MKW

Laramie Kettler
County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County
laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu
979-732-2082

colorado.agrilife.org

Educational programs of the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid,

service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979)

732-2082 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.
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