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Forest Tent Caterpillars  
 
I’ve gotten several calls about Forest Tent Caterpillars recently. 
There are several different kinds of tent caterpillars but the Forest 
Tent Caterpillar is the most common in Texas.  
 
Immature tent caterpillars are colorful and about 1 and 3/4 inches 
long when fully grown. They have a few long hairs on their bodies, 
mostly along the sides. The forest tent caterpillar is characterized 
by the key-hole shaped markings on its back.  
 
I started seeing these caterpillars the week leading into Easter. Based on their short life cycles 
I would expect we should see a significant decrease in populations as we approach Mother’s 
Day weekend. These caterpillars will contribute to defoliation of trees and shrubs, however 
many trees can experience 20% defoliation with no concerns. If the forest tent caterpillar feeds 
on trees and shrubs we can expect to see those plants push new growth within the next few 
weeks.  
 
If these caterpillars are cause of concern you can treat them with products that include active 
ingredients like Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) variety kurstaki, or spinosad, or an insecticidal 
soap. When using these products be sure to spray the foliage of plants thoroughly so the prod-
uct will be eaten by the caterpillars.  
 
For more detailed information on the Forest Tent Caterpillar we have a great article authored 
by one of our Entomologists that is worth checking out. You can find it at this link https://
agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/gardening/tent-caterpillars/  
  
 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Our office will be closed on May 30th in observance of Memorial Day. 
I  

I have heard that there will be a Pesticide Waste Collection Event in Victoria on June 29th, 
2022. From my understanding this event will be sponsored by the Texas Department of Agri-
culture. I do not have any further details at this time. Once an official flier has been released 
we will share via email, Facebook and local newspapers. But I wanted to go ahead and let eve-
ryone know so that those of you who have pesticides to dispose of can make plans for June 
29th.  
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 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laramie Kettler 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu 

979-732-2082 

colorado.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


