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The Importance of Soil Health  
 
No matter what part of the county you own land in, one thing you have in common with every other land own-
er here is you have soil. The Soil Science Society of America defines soil as the, “unconsolidated mineral or 
organic material on the immediate surface of the Earth that serves as a natural medium for the growth of land 
plants.” Whether you grow row crops, fruit trees, forages for grazing animals, lawns, large scale gardens, turf 
for golf courses, or maintain native grass prairies, soil health is something that should be important to you as 
you annually maintain and steward your property. Just like our bodies need nutrients to fuel us, our soil needs 
to be equipped with the proper nutrients to grow the crop, forage, or lawn species that we desire. But before 
we can address issues in our soil health it’s important to know the nutrient composition of the soil that we cur-
rently have. This is where soil testing comes in.  
 
I know there are many of you reading this, that have taken soil samples before. For those of you who haven't, I 
would highly encourage your participation in this practice at least once every three years. Soil sampling is a 
tool that is an easy and effective way to estimate the amounts of soil nutrients available to plants. When we 
think about soil sampling, we should be looking for 4 things; soil pH, the levels of nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium in the soil profile. Knowing our soil pH is important because soils that are acidic (pH less than 6) 
can limit nutrient availability for what we are 
growing. This of course is dependent on what 
plants we are growing. In a pasture setting we 
would prefer to apply lime to an acidic soil to 
raise the pH for our forages, whereas if we are 
growing blueberries they prefer acidic soils. Af-
ter assessing pH we need to look at the levels of 
N-P-K (nitrogen-phosporus-potassium) in our 
soils. Utilizing soil testing can tell us what the 
levels are so that we can fertilize accordingly. 
This prevents us from overapplying nutrients to 
the soil, which can cause issues for what we are 
growing, and negatively impact soil health.  
 
All this to say, soil testing is a valuable tool. 
While we are only in October, next month in No-
vember we will run our annual soil testing cam-
paign for pastures and hayfields. If you’ve had a 
pasture or hayfield for awhile, or just recently 
acquired a property with pastures and hayfields I 
would encourage you to take the opportunity to 
submit a soil test to learn a little more about your 
soil health! 
 
As a fun fact, the picture that I have here to the 
right is a General Soil Map for Colorado County. 
I have a larger one hanging in the office that my 
visitors always like to take a look at. I believe it 
was put out by USDA in the mid 1990s. Enjoy! 
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Brand Registration: 
In accordance with Article 144.044 of the Agriculture Code, all brands must be re-registered every 10 years.  
New brands can be registered at any time.  The marks and brands that have been previously recorded will ex-
pire on August 30, 2021. The owner of the brand will have from August 31, 2021 until February 28, 2022 to 
renew their mark or brand. Any person who does not re-register their brand during this 6-month period, for-
feits legal right to that brand. The brand will become “void” on March 1, 2022, and will be available for use on 
a “first come” basis. 

Renewals can be filed with the Colorado County Clerks Office, Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM -12:00 
PM and 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM, at 318 Spring Street, Suite 103, Columbus, Texas 78934.  The recording fee will 
be $26.00 per mark and/or brand per each location. 

Please call the County Clerk’s Office 979-732-2155 if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

Kimberly Menke, County Clerk 
Colorado County, Texas 

 
Beef Quality Assurance Tips 
Dr. Jason P. Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, Overton 

Cancer eye is a term used to describe various tumors that can grow on the eyeball, top or bottom eyelid, or the 

3rd eyelid (a membrane located in the corner of the eye towards the nose). Animals with a lack of pigment in 

the top or bottom eyelid (commonly seen in animals with a white face) or in the eyeball itself are at much 

greater risk of developing cancer eye. Selecting animals with increased pigment in the top and bottom eyelids 

is helpful in reducing rates of cancer eye; this pigment is present at birth and is a heritable trait. 

Texas Master Naturalist Training - Registration Now Open! 
The Gideon Lincecum Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists is pleased to offer is TMN training class for 
2022.  Our training classes begin January 22nd, with sessions being generally held on Saturdays. Class size will 
be limited to 20 so apply now. Please note that payment of fees secures your place in class. Please visit our 
Training website at https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-master-naturalist/glc-master-naturalist-training-
application/. 
The mission of the Texas Master Naturalist Program is to develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to pro-

vide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural 

areas within their communities for the State of Texas.  Our Chapter includes Lee, Washington, Austin, 

Fayette, and Colorado Counties.   

To learn more about the Texas Master Naturalist program and the Gideon Lincecum Chapter, please visit our 
website at https://txmn.org/glc/.  If you have additional questions, please email Ken English at glct-
mnmkt@gmail.com. 

 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Our office will be closed on Monday, October 11th in observance of Columbus Day.  
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 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Laramie Kettler 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

laramie.kettler@ag.tamu.edu 

979-732-2082 

colorado.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


